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The Case of Charles Whitman
Assessing Whitman's Personality as a Forensic Psychologist
As a forensic psychologist, I would assess the personality of Whitman by conducting various tests. Such tests include cognitive and an examination of mental status (Neal, 2018). A cognitive test would be essential in determining the cognition level of Whitman. Basically, cognitive tests are meant to ascertain the functionality of the brain or otherwise. In the given scenario, Whitman has conducted several killings, including those of his mother, wife, son, and the shooting at his university. Therefore, it would be important it assess his level of cognition. An examination of the mental state involves evaluating things like cognitive ability, emotions, and appearance. The primary purpose of a mental examination test is to evaluate the presence as well as the extent of mental impairment, and this is made possible due to the fact that Whitman had a brain tumor.   
The risk or Protective Factors
One of the risk factors from Whitman's background that may be associated with his shootings is the violent behavior of his father. From the given scenario, it is evident that Whitman's father was abusive, both physically as well as emotionally, to his family, and this might have contributed to the violent behavior of Whitman (Austin History Center, 2000). In criminology, social learning theory states that what children learn from their parents may possibly reflect in their future lives. Another factor is that Whitman had a brain tumor. A brain tumor may result in mental impairment, and the respective individual may perform inhumane activities like shooting.   
How I Would Assist the Prosecution
Supposing I was working for the prosecution side, one of the ways through which I would assist them would be by ordering a mental assessment of the suspect. For criminal cases involving murder, it is prudent to conduct a mental assessment of the suspects to determine their mental status (Neal, 2018). The result from the mental assessment would be helpful in determining the criminal charges of the suspect.   
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